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Stronger perception 
increases willingness,  

which drives economic value
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Sheffield makes

sanctuary 
experiences 
poets 
opportunity 
the manufacturing of tomorrow 
DocFest 
aerospace lighter 
equal opportunities 
city breaks to remember 
jobs for the future 
the most liveable spaces 
the craft brewing scene 
modern rules for football 
the outdoors in the city 
you feel at home
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Home to some of the most inventive conferences around

Sheffield
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STEAM data (visitor economy)
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Climbing  
at the  
Sky’s Edge
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BIG DEAL
Danube and Christmas 

markets from £1,099pp: 
five nights’ full board on MS 

William Wordsworth, departing 
from and returning to Budapest for 

Bratislava and Vienna. Includes 
flights and transfers, tours, wi-fi, 
cruise director and concierge. 

Leaves Dec 17. riviera 
travel.co.uk 

TRAVEL email traveldesk@reachplc.com
twitter @MirrorTravel @TravelEdNigel 

@marjorieyue @LissamanVicky 
online mirror.co.uk/travelNIGEL THOMPSON

Edited by

Going green
PLANET FRIENDLY TRAVEL NEWS
BY NIGEL THOMPSON

TUI Airways is saving up to 200kg in fuel 
and 600kg of CO2 per aircraft per day by 
using new technology during the 
climbing phase of a flight. The OptiClimb 
solution from aviation IT specialist SITA 
uses machine learning, fed by ‘4D’ 
weather forecasts and flight plans, to 

predict fuel burn and inform pilots how 
to customise speed and acceleration to 
cut consumption without reducing 
journey times.  
sita.aero tui.co.uk/flight

 ■USA giant United Airlines has pledged 
to eliminate greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2050. It’s buying 270 new cleaner 
Airbus and Boeing jets and is heavily 
investing in sustainable aviation fuel 
(SAF), including at Heathrow. On board 
food will feature more plant based 
menus. united.com

A city famed for cutlery is now cutting it 
as a cool destination. By Fiona Whitty

SHEFF’S 
SPECIAL

For a place once synonymous with steel 
and cutlery-making, Sheffield is 
certainly showing its mettle with a 
mammoth transformation. The 

warehouses and factories that have lain 
dormant since the industries declined in the 
1970s and 80s are being painstakingly 
repurposed as homes for craft breweries, 
distilleries and stylish places to eat, drink 
and shop.

And nowadays, as well as being crowned 
the UK’s most sustainable city and the one 

with the biggest amount of green space, 
Sheffield’s been dubbed the Outdoor City, a 
nod to its proximity to the Peak District’s 
lofty countryside and its miles of cycling and 
hiking trails.

On a visit with my daughter Rosie, 17, and 
son Harvey, 22, I soon realised the perfect 
way for us to get a taste of its new-found 
cool would be on foot. 

Although a large city, Sheffield’s centre is 
wonderfully compact and its riverside walks 
and attractive architecture make it great for 

a stroll. Besides, a crime needed solving and 
we’d been enlisted to help, courtesy of a 
murder mystery-style self-guided walking 
tour from a company called CityDays 
(£15pp, citydays.com).

Once we’d activated the WhatsApp link 
CityDays had sent to our smartphones, we 
were delivered a series of riddles and puzzles 
which, once cracked, led us to various areas 
and landmarks, with suggestions for where 
to stop for food or drink breaks.

Our mission to find a killer on the loose 

CLEAR
WINNER
Winter
Garden
glasshouse

LOVIN’ IT
Harvey and Rosie
at Winter Garden

With Icon of the Seas, Royal 
Caribbean’s first Icon Class ship, 
just a few months away from 
making her debut in January, the 
cruise line has revealed the name 
of the next in the Icon Class lineup 
will be Star of the Seas. 

Currently under construction in 

Turku, Finland, the ship is 
scheduled to set sail in the 
summer of 2025.

Michael Bayley, Royal 
Caribbean International’s 
president and CEO said: “Star of 
the Seas will be the next bold 
answer to the record-breaking 
consumer demand we’ve seen for 
nearly a year and counting with 
Icon of the Seas.” 

More details will be revealed at 
a later date at royalcaribbean.com

Cruise news
BY MARJORIE YUE
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TRAVEL
Cathay Pacific has 
knocked up to £100 off 
flights departing 
Heathrow and 
Manchester for Hong 
Kong and beyond.

Book by October 31 
for travel between 
November 1 to June 18, with 
business travellers saving £100, 
premium economy £70 and 
economy £50. cathaypacific.com 

 ■ In-flight Audible audiobooks 
and podcasts are now available 
on Air Canada at 38,000ft.

The offering covers sport, true 

crime, family, comedy and more 
and makes up a newly doubled 
2,500-plus hours of content for 
the Canadian flag carrier.

Air Canada said: “The 
addition of articles and 
interviews in audio 
format complements the 
diverse range of content 
available in our in-flight 
programming.” aircanada.
com

 ■Smart baggage trolleys have 
been introduced at Munich 
airport. Passengers scan their 
boarding card and get real-time 
flight information as they are 
guided through the terminal to 
shops and restaurants.  
munich-airport.com 

BIG DEAL

Orlando from £972pp: 
jet off for seven nights 

staying at Rosen Shingle Creek 
hotel in a double queen suite with 
four heated outdoor pools and an 

18-hole golf course. Includes return 
flights with Virgin Atlantic from 

Heathrow on December 10. 
virginholidays.co.uk 

Air update 
BY NIGEL THOMPSON

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 47
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The new Paradox Museum on The 
Strip in Las Vegas is now open, 

offering reality-defying personal 
experiences and Insta opps with more 
than 90 mind-twisting exhibits. Advance 
online tickets cost $35 adult/$31 child/ 
$124 family. paradoxmuseumlasvegas.com

took us past street art and through the 
Peace Gardens, a pretty square with 
cascades and fountains designed to 
emulate molten steel and the rivers that 
once powered the great industrial mills.

We walked through the Winter 
Garden, an ornate mega-glasshouse 
that provides a calming oasis for 
passers-by – and 2,500 plants from 
around the world – and discovered 
stunning regenerated areas such as 
Kelham Island and Victoria Quays.

After around three hours of hard 
mental graft – and a fair amount of 
leisurely sightseeing – we’d cracked the 
mystery and managed to rid the streets 
of a murderer.

My co-detectives and I agreed that it 
was a fun way of getting to know the 
city, and far more engaging than a 
straight walking tour.

Feeling proud of ourselves, we headed 
that evening to IberiCo, a small 
independent tapas restaurant that 
prides itself on home-cooked food 
using authentic Spanish ingredients 
that you’re unlikely to find 
elsewhere in the UK.

It’s tucked away in Dyson 
Place, a former store area for 
materials destined for the mills 
that’s been transformed into a 
beautiful courtyard housing 
businesses.

We felt like we were 
 experiencing a little slice of Spain, 
with friendly owner Daniel – 
 originally from Cadiz – serving up a 
tapas feast.

Extra-special dishes included superb 
tuna belly tataki with black olives, sweet 
green chilli and tomato dressing, and 
tender iberico pork that, as promised, 
melted in the mouth.

Other hits were the humble fried 
potatoes – the best we’d ever tasted – 
and Iberian ham and sheep’s cheese 
croquettes. (ibericosheffield.com)

We stayed at the modern and friendly 
Leonardo Hotel in the city 
centre, just a 10-minute walk 
from the rail station and handy 
for the sights.

Our seventh-floor superior 
room was big enough for the 
three of us to comfortably 
share – saving the added cost 
of having to get two rooms – 
and provided views across the 
city to the Peak District 
beyond.

A 10-minute walk 
away past Sheffield 
United’s Bramall Lane 
football stadium – the 
team were promoted 
to the Premier League 
last season and this 
campaign are taking 

on giants such as Manchester City and 
United, Liverpool, Arsenal, Chelsea and 
Aston Villa, while arch-rivals Sheffield 
Wednesday also rose a division to the 
Championship – lay the historic 
Locksley Distillery.

Hidden away in a former Victorian 
cutlery works, it produced 
one of the UK’s first ever craft 
gins when it launched in 2013 
– the 15th to be exact. Now 
there are more than 700 
producers.

The name of its main spirit, 
Sir Robin of Locksley Gin, is a 
nod to Robin Hood, said to 
have been born in the Loxley 

area in the west of the 
sprawling city suburbs, 
the boundaries of which 
extend into the Peak 
District.

On a tour our guide 
Elliott gave us a few 
tasters and showed us 
round, explaining how 

‘‘The Peace 
Gardens’ 
cascades and 
fountains 
emulate 
molten steel

NEW
LIFE
Kelham
Island

TRANQUIL
Peace 
Gardens

SLEEK
CHIC
Manahatta

SLICE OF
SPAIN

Tapas at
IberiCo

*T&C’s apply

FREE child places* 
and £100pp OFF* on selected 2023 holidays

A "RISTMAS  
#KE NO OTHER

This kind of Christmas comes but once in a lifetime.  
Whisk your family away to magical Lapland where  

you’ll meet Santa and his cheeky elves.

Visit SantasLapland.com 
or call 01483 944 960

With our limited-time o&ers, there’s no better  
time to experience the magic in 2023. 
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the distillery’s gin ingredients still had 
to be painstakingly winched up to the 
second floor of the Grade II-listed 
Portland Works as rules meant the 
building couldn’t be adapted.

The height must suit it – the gins 
are tremendous (tasting tours £15pp, 
locksleydistilling.com).

Sheffield’s steel-making past was 
recently highlighted once again on 
screen with a follow-up to the comical 
yet heartbreaking 1997 film The Full 
Monty, which showed unemployed 
steel workers in the city becoming 
male strippers to make ends 
meet.

One of the highest-gross-
ing British movies ever, it’s 
returned as a Disney+ TV 
series which caught up with 
the original characters 
played by much the same 
cast, including Robert 
Carlyle, Mark Addy and 
Lesley Sharp.

Keeping with the theme of 
bygone times, we popped into the 
National Videogame Museum, a 
showcase of computer games over the 

years. Don’t let the fact it’s 
a ‘museum’ put you off – 
this is full-on, hands-on 
fun and each of the 
100-plus consoles are 
there to be played.

Parents will no 
doubt love the flashbacks to a 
misspent youth tackling Space 
Invaders, Nintendo Game Boy 

and Pac-Man.
But our family 

favourite turned out 
to be the daft kids’ 

game Buzz! Junior Jungle 
Party from PlayStation 2, 

where we fought off hungry 
lions, demolished totem poles and 
pelted opponents with coconuts 
(adult £12, child £9, thenvm.org).

Switching to grown-up mode we 
later swung by Manahatta, a sleek 
New York-style cocktail lounge with 
neon lights and bare brick walls.

Launched earlier this year the place 
is set in – you guessed it – a former 
steel factory.

For Harvey and I the Steel City Sling 
(a Sheffield Special) didn’t disappoint 
– a lip-smacking mix of vodka, 
raspberry liqueur, citrus and spice.

A broad menu of mocktails meant 
that Rosie didn’t miss out either – the 
pineapple-based Pornstar Notini was 
fun – while small plates of salmon 
tacos and spicy beef brisket kept our 
hunger at bay (manahatta.co.uk).

Nearer the hotel we came across 
cool coffee shop Tamper, located  in 

a former silversmiths. Its impres-
sive all-day brunch menu 
included Turkish eggs, salt 
beef Benedict and smoked 
chilli crab scramble  
(tampercoffee.co.uk).

It summed Sheffield up 
perfectly – a very modern city 
wrapped up in heaps of heritage 
and charm.

BIG DEAL

Benidorm from 
£499pp: get seven nights 
full board at the Avenida 

Hotel, 100 yards from Levante 
Beach in the old town. Includes 

return flights from Luton, 
departing November 21, and 

transfers. Other airports 
available. justgoholidays.

com 

GET THERE
Sheffield is adjacent to the M1 
(J31/33/34) or two hours by train 
from London, around an hour from 
Manchester or Birmingham and 3.5 
hours from Edinburgh.

BOOK IT 
Rooms at the Leonardo Hotel 
Sheffield, formerly Jurys Inn, start at 
£85 a night B&B. leonardohotels.
co.uk 

MORE INFO 
welcometosheffield.co.uk 
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PAINT JOB
Street art
in the city

Youth 
centre

ONE reason for Sheffield’s 
vibrancy and cultural diversity is the 

two in-demand universities – Sheffield 
and Hallam – which have a total of 
around 65,000 students between 
them, adding a youthful energy 

to the Steel City.

Sheffield 
lies on five 

rivers – the Don, 
Porter, Loxley, 

Rivelin and Sheaf  
– and seven  

hills

Stars relish spicy condiment
Henderson’s Relish is Sheffield’s secret weapon – a legendary spiced 
condiment similar to Worcestershire sauce, minus the anchovies but 
with cloves. Only three members of the family firm know the recipe.

It’s vegan and gluten-free, has been made in the city since 1885 and 
has a devoted following, including Sheffield actor Sean Bean, Def 
Leppard’s Rick Savage and Lioness Millie Bright. Once only available 
locally, now you’ll find it in the likes of Sainsbury’s and Waitrose.

‘‘Parents will 
love the 
flashbacks to 
a misspent 
youth playing 
Pac-Man

STEEL THE SHOW
Travel test 
BY KAY HARRISON

WHAT and WHERE Alton Towers 
Scarefest, the Staffordshire theme 
park’s Halloween takeover, until  
October 31, with live action scare 
mazes and 40 rides in the dark. 
Open until 9pm. Day passes from 
£39, mazes (ages 12-plus) from £9, 
or £34 for four. Short breaks from 
£257 per family. altontowers.com 
EXPERIENCE Frights dotted 
around the UK’s largest theme park 
include Burial Grounds (free), a 
scare zone you walk/scarper 
through that  continues the Wicker 
Man ride’s theme, with unearthed 
corpses and creepy piggy shrieks.

At the sweeter end of spooky, 
watch family-friendly music shows 
every hour on the lawns, where 
there’s also themed food stalls – 
toffee apple pancakes were a hit. 
Catch undead-dance crews lurking 
around the 550 acre grounds too.

New for 2023 is Daz Games: 
Panic! (£10, my 12-year-old son’s 
favourite). Influencer Daz dreamt 
up this AI-themed escape room that 
will appeal to gamers and all Daz 
fans – of which there are eight 
million on YouTube. Watch Daz’s 
ominous onscreen intro before 

you’re dragged into madness to 
locate your two special symbols 
within seven minutes to escape.

Maze-wise, you get timed slots, 
and there’s Darkest Depths, with 
milder frights and ghost-pirate jump 
scares; The Invitation, an audio 
experience in the dark, with 
headphones; The Attic, set in the 
haunted eaves of the stately home; 
and (my heart-racing highlight) 
Tiny’s Revenge mine tour, the skin-
snatching saga reimagined for 
2023. It’s twisted and terrifying 
especially when separated from 
others, with scares around every 
corner. There are a lot of corners. 

Trick O Treat Town (£12), was 
right up my six-year-old daughter’s 
street. You get a bag and knock on 
doors for Haribo or… surprises.
QUIBBLES Long waits for the 
Smiler rollercoaster – but you can 
pay more for fast-track passes.
VERDICT A Halloween treat. My 
son was buzzing for days – and slept 
with the light on for nights.    9/10
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Culture strategy ๏More local 
businesses 

๏Attract more visitors 
๏Deliver for events  

and conferences

Campaigns

LVEP &  
DMP work

Brand 
  

development

Events  

(both programmed  
& supported) 
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